TAKEAWAY #4

COLA
EXPLOSION

This one is strictly for the outdoors - you'll soon see why!

You’'ll need: Blu-tack, tube of Mentos mints, bottle of Diet Coke

What to do:

1. Blu-tack the mints together to form a long tube
2. Open the bottle and drop all of the mints in at once
3. Stand back and watch!

Wow! What just happened?

The thing that makes fizzy drinks fizz is the carbon dioxide that is
pumped in when they bottle the drink at the factory. This doesn’t

get released from the liquid until you pour it into a glass and drink it,
some also gets released when you open the lid (more if you shake it up
beforehand)! This means that there is a whole lot of carbon dioxide gas
just waiting to escape the liquid in the form of bubbles.

Dropping something into the Diet Coke speeds up this process by
breaking the surface tension of the liquid and allowing bubbles to form
on the surface area of the Mentos. Mentos are covered in tiny dimples
(a bit like a golf ball), which dramatically increase the surface area and
allow a huge number of bubbles to form which build up very quickly and
have nowhere to go apart from out of the neck of the bottle!
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Ask for Kablooey Club at your school for more explosive fun
and experiments! Grab more takeaways at:

fusionstem.co.uk fFusionSTEM ’@Fusionstem




